[Chitinase of Bacillus thuringiensis].
Strains of Bacillus thuringiensis were shown to hydrolyse various forms of chitin around growing colonies on a solid medium. In conditions of submerged cultivation on a medium containing demineralized crab shells, Bac. thuringiensis var. caucasicus INMI Arm. 837 manifests the chitinolytic activity at the beginning of the stationary growth phase. The activity of chitinase which is of a constitutive nature increases when the bacterium is cultivated at pH 7.2. The maximum rate of hydrolysis of colloid chitin by chitinase prepared from the cultural broth is displayed at pH 8.0 and 60 degrees C.